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Dear Parents / Carers,  

 

Welcome back after half term. I did spend the final few days of half term when the 

weather was a bit warmer attacking my back garden. I don’t think that I have ‘green 

fingers’ and am hoping that I haven’t caused more damage than before. 

 

You will have seen from the newspapers and TV that all schools will reopen from Monday 

8th March and we are all very excited to see your children again. We have really missed 

them. I know from speaking to parents that some of you are really happy that the children 

are going back but that some of you are also worried. Let's hope that we don’t ever have 

to go back into lockdown again. 

 

I believe that the school is as Covid safe as it could possibly be. We are spending this 

week updating our risk assessment and refining our practices. At the time of writing I am 

assuming that we will continue to operate as we did just before the last lockdown, keeping 

the children and staff in bubbles and having staggered starts / ends of day and different 

playtimes for each year group. Just to remind you: 

 

 

Please note that although the school is up and running we are coping with staff shortages. 

6 members of staff including classroom teachers, have received shielding letters from the 

NHS / Government. This means that these members of staff are not allowed to return to 

school until 31st March at the earliest. We will cope with this but please be aware that we  
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will not be operating at full staffing levels and that this could change by the day, e.g. a 

member of staff with a child at a different school may need to isolate if their child is 

sent home from their school with either suspected Coronavirus or they have been in 

contact with another class member who has confirmed covid. 

 

What we do with a Coronavirus outbreak: 

The simple answer is the same as we did before. If we hear from a parent that their child 

has tested positive we contact the DfE, (Government), for advice. They take in some of 

the facts and then may well tell us to ask the other children in their friendship group / 

class  / year group to self isolate at home for 10 days. We are hoping that we won’t have 

to do this but I am alerting you to the fact that this procedure will continue if we have a 

positive test result from either a child or adult. This is the main reason why we try to 

keep to our bubbles to prevent cross infection. 

 

What to do if your child is sick: 

If your child has any of the three main symptoms of Covid you MUST NOT SEND THEM 

TO SCHOOL. This is to protect the other children / staff and the wider community. 

Please telephone the school to let them know that they are ill and arrange to have them 

tested through NHS Track and Test services. There are now many testing sites across 

Harrow. When you have your Covid test result, you must email a copy to the school office 

before you send your child back to school. Your result will determine if your child can 

come back to school. If the test is negative then your child can come back the following 

day as long as they are well. If your child is positive then they must stay at home for the 

isolation period stated on the test results. The school will then contact the Government to 

take advice. It is really important to let us know as soon as possible. 

 

If your child has either diarrhea or vomiting then the school rule still stands - keep them 

off school for 48 hours from their last attack. 
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Medicines 

If your child is taking any prescribed medication that they need to take at school please 

call on Friday and speak to Ms Davey, our Welfare Officer - 0208 204 6294. Please 

ensure that if your child suffers from asthma that all asthma pumps are in date and 

brought in with your child on Monday 8th. Ms Davey will be in the office all day on the 

next two Fridays. 

 

Tests 

There are two main types of Covid test - The lateral flow test and the PCR test:- 

 

The lateral flow tests are taken by staff twice a week. They give an indication if the 

person taking the test is infectious. Staff tend to do them on a Sunday and a Wednesday 

evening. The test gives a result in about 30 minutes and the staff do them at home. These 

are the same tests that are given to secondary age pupils. Please note : We are NOT 

testing any children in Kenmore. 

There are lateral flow testing sites around Harrow - There is one in St Anns shopping 

centre. You can book these tests for your family or your child if you are worried. Please 

look online to find your booking form. You do not use these tests if you think that you or 

your child actually have the virus. 

 

 

A PCR test is the proper Covid test. These are taken by professionals and then the tests 

are sent to a laboratory for analysis. There are a few drive through centres where you can 

be tested and these tend to be the fastest. These are only used if you have symptoms of 

covid or you have been in contact with someone who has tested positive and you must self 

isolate until you actually get your test result. They are more reliable and accurate than 

the Lateral Flow test. We do have a couple of emergency home PCR tests at school mainly 

for parents who cannot get to a test centre. However, the tests are sent by post and they 

take a lot longer to get the results back, (5 days +). If you need one of these tests please 

let us know and we will see what we can do. 
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Uniform / Clothing 

When the children come back on the 8th March we expect them to be in full school 
uniform. Apart from sorting out any arguments with your children about what to wear we 

believe that being in uniform will help the children to adjust back quickly into school life. 

On PE / Games day they can wear their PE kit for the whole day. 

 

Please can I ask that you spend this week checking your child’s uniform - does it still fit 

them? Lots of them have grown over the lockdown period - (it must be all that good food 

that they are eating at home!). If you would like to order any more sweatshirts / t - shirts 

etc then you can do this through the normal online shop at school and we will make sure to 

give out the new uniform to the children on 8th March. 

 

The children may wear trainers at the moment in case the teachers want to give them an 

extra run around / exercise in school. I know that the Government is very worried about 

children’s health especially their lack of exercise during lockdown. We recently had back 

some data from the NHS about our previous Year 6 cohort - they estimated that about a 

third of the year group were overweight - a major concern for their future health. 

 

If the weather turns colder again you might want to give your child an extra t-shirt /vest 

to help keep warm. We have been instructed to keep the classrooms well ventilated to 

diffuse any potential virus therefore the windows in the classroom remain open despite 

the weather. 

 

 

Lunches 

Lunches will continue as before. To keep the Year group bubbles separate Year 3 and 4 

children will continue to eat in their classrooms. This means that if they have hot school 

meals they will arrive in individual boxes. It works quite well and most of the children 

enjoy their lunch in the classroom especially as we put cartoons/ Disney channels on for 

them to watch whilst they are eating. 
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If you child does have hot meals please make sure that your account is topped up before 

they start on Monday. I am very short staffed in the office and it takes a long time to 

chase up parents who don’t have enough credit on their child’s account. 

 

Parents in School 

As before Christmas we will only be letting parents into the school in exceptional 

circumstances. All parents who do come into the school building must be wearing a mask, 

(all staff do in common areas). If you pick up your child at the end of the day please wear 

a mask in the playground, maintain social distance from other parents and be on time to 

pick your child up to help prevent cross over of bubbles. Parents will only be allowed to 

enter the playground from the Warneford Road gate entrance, unless they are picking up 

an infant child then you may cross into our playground. 

 

Please note : Parents are NOT allowed in the playground first thing in the morning. 

Please drop your child off at the appropriate time at Warneford Road gate entrance. 

 

After School / Before School  / Sports Club 

The Governors have voted to cancel both After School Club and Breakfast Club. Both 

clubs lost money and the school is no longer in a financial situation to subsidise these 

clubs. Therefore there is no provision at present for either before or after school care. 

 

I have spoken with Mr Kelley. He is keen to run a weekly sports club for separate year 

groups on separate days, e.g. Monday Year 6 , Tuesday Year 4 etc. to tie in with their 

normal PE day when the children will be already dressed in their PE kit. It will be a general 

sports club which will leave Mr Kelley to decide which is the best sport to play depending 

on the weather conditions. If the weather is really bad he will use the upstairs hall. 

Further details will follow and we are hoping to run it for two weeks before the Easter 

break starting on the week beginning 15th March. There will be a maximum of 15 places 

available per year group due to social distancing. We are likely to continue these clubs 

after Easter. 

 

General 
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As before please ensure that the children bring as little as possible with them into school. 

Again, this is to prevent cross infection. If your child is bringing lunch then if possible use 

a disposable bag or just one container that can be brought back home to be washed. The 

children should not bring rucksacks - apart from their lunch there isn’t really anything else 

they should bring in. On PE / games days they come in their kit so there is no need to 

bring a  change of clothes. 

 

The children may bring in pencil cases but we ask that these stay in their trays at school 

until the Easter holidays. We really want to limit the number of items going between home 

and school. 

 

I have said this before but I would like to say it again. You have the most fantastic kids. 

Lots of them have been really great with their work online. They have worked hard under 

very difficult conditions. They still have their great sense of humour. I know that for 

some parents this has been a very difficult time - personally I am thankful that my own 

kids are grown up and I didn’t have to ‘home school’ them. But - on the positive side - many 

parents have had the opportunity to spend much more time with their children than ever 

before. Your children will remember this time that they have spent with you. 

 

When they do come back on the 8th we'll be spending some time re-establishing the rules, 

doing practical activities which would have been hard at home and giving them a chance to 

settle back into school life. I know that many of our children have had very different 

experiences whilst they have been in lockdown and we will be spending time trying to work 

out what they have missed in terms of their learning and what we need to concentrate on 

to bring them back up to speed. We will especially be looking very hard at Year 6 to ensure 

that they are in the best possible place to be ready for their transfer to secondary school 

next year. 
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